
 
 

 

PERSON SPECIFICATION 

 

Job title: SEN Teaching Assistant 

Grade: Level 2 

 

Attributes Essential Desirable 

Education/Qualifications  Level  Two 

qualifications or 

equivalent 

 At least a pass in 

English and Maths 

GCSE 

 

  

 Level Three 

qualifications/ Degree 

 GCSE grade C or 
higher in English, 
Maths and Science 

 Attendance on course 
relevant to Cognition 
and Leaning needs 

 Attendance on Team 
Teach training course 

 Attendance on course 
relating to behaviour 
triggered by social 
and emotional needs 

 First Aid Qualification 

Experience  Recent experience of 
working with children 
with additional needs 

 Experience of 
working in a Primary 
school 

 Confident in use of 
visual resources to 
support a child 

 Have successfully 
delivered 
interventions either 
1:1 or in a small 

 Experience of working 

with children with 

Speech and 

Language needs 

 Experience of  

delivering Lego 

Therapy interventions 

 Experience of 

delivering pre- 

teaching interventions 

 Proactive use of  ‘Now 

and Next boards’ as 

well as ‘Task lists’ 



 
 

 

group 

 

Knowledge and understanding  Working knowledge 
of the National 
Curriculum 

 Good knowledge and 
understanding of the 
range of complex 
needs experienced by 
pupils who find it 
challenging to access 
the school curriculum 

 Good knowledge and 
understanding of 
challenges children 
with social and 
emotional needs can 
face in school 

 Appropriate level of 
data protection, 
security and 
confidentiality 
awareness  

 

 Knowledge of 

Colourful Semantics 

 Knowledge and 

Understading of 

Emotion Coaching 

 Knowledge of the 

SEND Code of 

Practice 

 Knowledge and 

understanding of 

Attachement Theory 

 Knowledge of 

Restorative Practice 

Ability and Skills  Excellent verbal and 
written commuication 
skills 

 Confident in the use 
of IT and how it can 
be used to support 
learning 

 Be able to support 
and scaffold speech 
and langauage 
activites and adapt 
the curriculum to 
allow for development  

 Ability to use initiative 

 Ability to identify own 

training and 

development needs 

 Ability to work with 

Speech and 

Language Therapists 

and continue advice 

and recommendations  

 



 
 

 

to respond to 
unexpected situations 
but also follow 
direction 

 Ability to repond 
calmly to different 
situations as they 
arise 

 Able to use 
descalation and 
distraction strategies 

 Able to work 
creatively and 
collaboratively as part 
of a team 

 Able to build and 
maintain successful 
professional 
relationships 

 Positive, energetic, 
enthusiastic and 
resilient, thriving on 
challenges 

 Willingness to 
participate in CPD 

Equal Opportunities  Ability to demonstrate 
awareness 
/understanding of 
equal opportunities 
and other peoples’ 
behaviour, physical, 
social and welfare 
needs 

 Able to support and 
understand the needs 
of SEND pupils 

 

 


