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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our first ever edition of the Alfo Gazette - Remote Learning Style! As you will see from the newsletter, 

despite the challenges of COVID, we have worked hard to ensure that the children in school and at home, still have a 

varied and enriched learning experience. This copy of the Gazette helps to showcase all of those fantastic                 

opportunities that have taken place this term, due to the dedication and commitment of the staff, children and to all 

of our wonderful parents and carers at home. I cannot thank you all enough for your support and dedication during 

this challenging time and I hope you all take a well deserved break next week! We really hope we can welcome all of 

our children back into our school community at some point next term because they are greatly missed!  

Best wishes, Mrs K O’Connor 

          Healthy Week 
 

During the afternoons this week, our focus has been 
on learning about how we can keep our bodies and 
minds healthy. 

 

Children have taken part in a range of activities, which have taught them not only about healthy eating, 
but also about how we can express ourselves through art, music, dance or sport, and enjoy having time 
away from screens!  

 

We have learned how finding activities which help us to relax are especially important after a busy day.  
Alongside this, there has been learning about recognising our emotions, and learning strategies to 
help us manage the trickier ones.  

 

One of our favourite activities has been the ‘Bottle        
Moments’ task, where the children have thought about 
what they are looking forward to doing once lockdown 
and social distancing measures are relaxed, and created 
a picture inside their bottle to represent this.                                                            



Jacob - Dahl Class 

A fabulous recycled model 

aircraft 

Baking - a great way to relax - 

Crispy Cornflake Cakes 

Victoria and Tallyn - 

Shakespeare Class 

Oven baked clay badges - 

Shakespeare Class 

If I had a spare hour..   

By Jaycee—Rae  

Recipe for well-Being 

8oz Positivity 

8oz Resilience 

4oz Self esteem  

Add a pinch of teamwork, passion and a 
good sense of humour. 

Mix together with a healthy, balanced 
diet, plenty of sleep and  exercise. 

Sprinkle with hugs and smiles. 

Decorate with kindness. 

Indulge yourselves EVERYDAY! 

Y6 wrote this recipe together during a 
cooking afternoon—we also made our 
own cake boxes. 

Kayden - Blackman 

Lily V - Blackman Class 
Demi - Blackman Class 

Serine - Blackman Class 

Tyler - Blackman Class 
Lily, Owen, Cullyn  

and Kimberly -  

Blackman Class 

 
Callum - 

Blackman 

Class 







Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 9th February was International ‘Safer Internet Day 2021’. The theme of the day was aimed at              

encouraging children to explore how they manage their online safety and how the internet shapes how they 

think of themselves and others. We thought about how the internet allows young people to experiment and  

express themselves online, but also, how to make positive choices when online and recognise that it can be a    

wonderful place to explore, if used safely! Why not ask your children what they have learned and if there are 

any important messages that they could share with you and the rest 

of your family. 

Today as part of Internet Safety Day we watched a live lesson from 

the BBC. 

We learned how to be Safe, Sensitive and Smart in our digital lives. 

The top tips we found out include: 

 Don’t share personal details like phone numbers, email addresses 

and school details 

 Don’t open attachments like pop-ups or messages from people you don’t recognise 

 Don’t buy things online if you don’t recognise the seller 

 Don’t accept friend requests from people you don’t know 

 Make sure you have a healthy balance – spending time online and being with family and friends 

 Always ask for help if you receive or see something unkind or anything that worries you 

 Remember, if something seems too good to be true, it probably is! 

                                                                                                  By Tallyn, Csongor, Jayden and Victoria 

 

 

Addictive Behaviour—Online Gaming 

We have been taught about online addiction and how it can 

affect your brain. So online addiction is when you play a game 

on the internet a few times, and a few minutes later you can’t 

help playing the game again. Before you know it, you play the 

game all the time and you’re addicted to the game - it kind of 

takes over all of your thoughts. If you spend too long playing 

the game, you can get a headache and actually start to feel 

really sick. Take care to limit your screen time!   By Csongor 



 

WOW! What a busy term we have had in Blyton Class! The children 

have been absolutely fantastic adapting to our ‘new normal’. We 

have all managed to fit lots of learning into this term, including       

learning about the Romans: when and where they arrived in         

Britain; how they changed the lives of many; who revolted against 

them, and how impressive their buildings, sculptures and art was. 

We have learnt about how magnets were discovered, their original 

uses in comparison to their uses today, and how the magnetic field 

in invisible! Included here are a selection of photos of the fantastic 

work produced not only by the children in school, but also those at 

home. Thank you to all the children and parents for their efforts in 

supporting our amazing children this term.  Go Team Blyton! 

We are currently in the process of making 

our flowerbed into a nature garden. So far, 

we have just begun preparing the soil, but 

we had lots of fun removing the weeds. 

Even though it was cold and snowy, we did 

not mind being outside, and have            

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves!  

An enormous thank you to Wilkos, Asda, 

generous members of the public and          

families of children in school, for their        

donations. Watch this space for updates on 

our progress!  



Dahl Class 
History 

We have been learning about 
the Ancient Maya. We learnt 
that the Maya men and women 
both wore their hair long.  If 
they were wealthy, they wore 
tall hats and feather             
headdresses.   

By Rainers & Summer 

PE 

We have enjoyed our PE 
challenges in Sports Hall  
Athletics and Boccia.       
We have also been keeping 
fit by playing hockey and  
doing yoga.     

By Summer  

Science 

In Science, we have been learning about 
teeth. We took part in a tooth decay 
experiment to see what effect         
different liquids have on teeth (egg 
shells). We found out the vinegar      
dissolved the egg shell due to its acid.  
The Coke turned the egg shell brown 
and the orange juice made it turn   
softer and yellow.  Water did no           
damage at all. 



Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who held the position of         
Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015.  She primarily  writes literature and television drama 
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.                                           

       Art—Van Gogh 

In Art this term, Blackman Class learnt about Vincent 

Van Gogh, and studied some of his paintings. Inspired 

by his impressionism style, the children created their 

own artwork.  

Science - Static Electricity / Teeth / Digestion 

We started off the term with one last lesson from 

our Autumn Term’s Electricity unit—specifically 

looking at ’Static Electricity’.  Lots of fun was had 

experimenting with balloons and seeing how static 

electricity was produced. It was literally quite       

hair-raising!   

We then moved on to our new unit on ‘Animals, 

Including Humans’ - looking  particularly at teeth 

and digestion.  

We studied our own teeth and learnt about             

different types of teeth.  We then carried out an 

investigation to see how different liquids affect our 

teeth. We used 

egg shells for our 

experiment, as 

they are made of 

a similar material. 

The results were quite shocking! 

When learning about digestion, we recreated 

the whole system, using things like orange 

juice as stomach acid, and tights as our      

intestines! It was pretty disgusting!  

Topic - Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

This term started with a ‘Catch-Up’ unit of work from last summer.  We studied 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes, looking at geography of why they occur, and the 

impact they have on the world in social, economic and environmental terms.  

When studying volcanoes, we learnt that there are different types, including 

shield volcanoes and stratovolcanoes.  

 

In school, the Blackman Bubble used 

‘Modroc’ to make their own shield 

volcanoes, which they painted to make 

them look more realistic.  

 

 

We then used scientific  

chemical reactions to 

make our volcanoes 

actually erupt!  

 

Blackman Remote Learning Superstars!  

A massive thank you to the children (and 

their parents/carers) for the effort you have 

all put in to making the remote learning the 

success it has  been. It has been wonderful 

to see the children online everyday, and to hear their 

contributions to the lessons. I love seeing 

the work they upload for me too.   

Great job, everyone!  From Mrs T   

RE - Creation 

In RE this term, we have looked at creation stories 

from different religions.  First of all, we learnt that the 

Christian and Jewish creation stories are almost           

identical, along with the Islamic creation story.  

We then listened to the Hindu creation story.  We 

learnt that Hindus have different names for their Gods 

of creation,             

including Vishnu, 

Brahma and Shiva.  

We then created our 

own lotus flowers, 

similar to the one 

Brahma appeared 

out of in the Hindu 

creation story.  



 

 

 

In English, Y6 have used ‘The Island’ by Armin Greder as a 
stimuli. An unknown man arrives on a remote island. The 
Islanders know their obligation to care for him but feel 
threatened and frightened by the man's differences. This 
fear turns to anger and the islanders send the man back to 
the sea. The story deals with emotional issues, such as 
refugees, racism, humanity and inhumanity, acceptance of 
difference, communities and fear. The children have used 
their skills of empathy to write letters from the man and  
described the differences between the characters. 

  Remote Learners 

Well done and thanks you to all of Shakespeare Class (and your families ) 

for  working so hard on your remote learning. We have seen some              

excellent work in all  subjects and are very proud of the resilience you have 

all shown. It hasn’t always been easy, but you have shown such patience 

and understanding when things haven’t gone to plan . 

Despite not being in school, there has been some fantastic learning in 

maths. We have completed two whole units on fractions  and are now  experts  :)   

In the afternoons, there has been lots of hard work in science, history, PSHE , PE , art and music . It has been 

lovely to see all the work sent in .                                                                                                                                        

We have really missed having you here in the classroom, and can’t wait  to have you all back. 

Science — Chocolate Sedimentary Rock  

To make our sedimentary rocks, we grated milk, white 

and dark chocolate into separate piles. Then we layered 

a plastic cup with the different flavours (sediments). We 

pressed them together with our fingers. Pressure on the 

pieces of rock (chocolate) formed a sedimentary rock. 

By Kaycie 

Mai & 

Csongor 

PE We loved 

playing  

cricket in the 

rain  with Mr        

Butler—none 

of us wanted 

to come in! 

Kaycie - Mai 

 

Geography/Science The red lava is the result of a chemical 

reaction between the baking soda and vinegar. In this          

reaction, the carbon dioxide gas is produced, pressure builds 

up inside the  plastic bottle until the gas bubbles out of 

the volcano. This is a good representation of what happens in 

real volcanoes.    By Tallyn 



Artistic Creations! 

Aerial Art 

We have been studying aerial art by Jane Frank. We 

looked at some of her paintings and looked at aerial views 

of beaches. We each chose a picture and used aquarelle 

pencils to copy Jane’s work. We then did the same picture, 

but this time in oil pastels, and then later, in poster paints. 

It was fun blending the colours.  By Tallyn 

  

Van Gogh 

We have been studying Van Gogh’s interpretation of         

sunflowers. Van Gogh’s work is really inspiring and his 

paintings show two sides of his character. Our sunflower 

interpretations show the bright side while some of his 

other work showed his dark side. It was fun and so        

relaxing creating our masterpieces.    Lily V-P 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 

Monday 22nd  —School re-opens to vulnerable and pupils of Critical workers.    Remote 

Learning will continue for children working from home. 

March 

Thursday 4th—World Book Day Celebration for whole school (details to follow) 

Monday 8th—Possible Full Reopening of the School. Awaiting confirmation from the         

Government 

Monday 8th—British Science Week. Enrichment events for the whole school (details to      

follow) 

Friday 12th—Comic Relief (details to follow) and Bags2School Collection 

Monday 22nd—Easter Service with Reverend Rachel from St Peter’s Church 

Thursday 25th—Alfo Awards (details to follow) 

Friday 25th—Last day of term and Mrs O’Connor will be starting her maternity leave (details 

to follow 

During Lockdown, we are offering drop-in session where you can bring your 

child onto the playground to pick up a reading book or two. The playground 

gate in John Street will be opened and you can visit our stall under the shelter 

by Year 3 (weather permitting). A member of staff will be available to support 

with signing out books. Sessions take place on: 

 Wednesday’s—2.45pm-3.15pm 

 Friday’s— 2.45pm-3.15pm 

Please adhere to social distancing and wear a face covering if you attend. We 

hope to see lots of you there! 


