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Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to the first edition of the Gazette for this academic year. It was lovely to welcome our    
children back in September and see their happy faces come bounding through the gates.  I was also 
delighted with how well our Year 3’s have settled into our school community. They are a fantastic 
addition to our Alfo family! 
As you will see, it has been a busy term again and I hope your children have enjoyed their learning 
experiences so far. 
Best wishes  
Mrs O’Connor 

 
 We are vey proud to introduce our new School Council    

members, four from each class, who were elected by their 

classmates. They will start on an exciting new project next 

term. 

Blyton Y3 

Ruby   

Travis 

Victoria 

Kevin  

 Blackman 

Olivia   

Tyreece  

Riley 

Blossom 

 

Blyton Y4 

Freddie   

Ethan   

Martha 

Bronwen 

 Shakespeare 

Josh  

Jaycee-Rae  

Tyler 

Poppy 

 



 

Last month people across the UK and the rest of the world, mourned the 

sad passing of Queen Elizabeth. Staff and children placed flowers at the 

war memorial. Messages of condolence and pictures were also left by 

the children alongside the flowers. The children spent time in class    

completing activities about The Queen’s reign and observed a minute’s 

silence in remembrance. 



 
This week, we held our Harvest Festival. Thank you all for your 
generosity in donations which were gratefully received by 
SERVE. We collected an amazing amount of produce which will 
benefit many people in our local community. 

We welcomed Rev. Rachel from St. Peter's Church who led our 
harvest service. During the  service, the children learned about 
where in the world our food comes from. We also thought 
about people around the world who are less fortunate than 
ourselves. 



82nd Anniversary 
of the Alfred Street 

Bombing 
82nd Anniversary of the Bombing of Alfred Street School 

This term, we held a memorial for the seven children who     

tragically lost their lives in the bombing of the school in 1940. 

This took place in our memorial garden. One of our youngest children, along with one of our eldest, planted a 

shrub in their memory. For the first time, since the pandemic, we also held a coffee morning. Our Y6 children 

baked WW2 recipes to share and served tea, coffee and cake to our visitors. They also sang a selection of        

wartime songs including; ‘We’ll Meet Again, Kiss Me Goodnight Sergeant Major and Quartermaster’s Store.  

Our Y6 pupils continue to learn about the school’s history during WWII and are able to draw on the many    

memoirs and recollections that have been recorded over the years. Mrs. Botterall, a former pupil in 1940, came 

and shared her memories with the children. We are extremely grateful  and recognize the importance of our 

children being taught about that fateful day.  

If you were unable to join us on the day, but would like to visit the memorial garden to pay your own personal 

respects, the gates remain open throughout the day. 



 
Reading is a lifelong skill which we try to develop as your child continues their journey 
through our school.  We are keen at Alfo to develop a love of books and escapism as early 

as possible, which is why we use ‘Reading Karate’.  

Reading Karate is a reward-based system for reading at home, 
where children move up through  coloured ‘belts’ (wristbands)    
depending on how many ‘reads’ they have completed.  We would  
greatly appreciate your support with this initiative, not only by     
listening to your child read, but by perhaps sharing some of your 
favourite books from your childhood with them too.  

As you will already be aware, as a school ,we have signed up to 
TT Rock Stars. The website allows the children to practice their 
times tables through a competitive element. When they log on, 
they can select different areas known as arenas to complete a 
range of times table tests. As the teacher, we can set the times 
tables which we want the children to access. Your child should 
be using the TT Rockstars’ log in on a regular basis as part of 
their school homework. If your child does not have access to a device to use, then please 
speak to your child’s teacher as we do have devices in school which you can loan.  In our 
hall, we have a display to record the top scores in each class, weekly certificates are    
awarded and children go on the Hall of Fame. 

What are the benefits of Times Table Rock Stars? 

 Incorrect answers are always immediately corrected in front of the pupil so that they 
start to associate the correct answer to every question. 

 The clever code behind the scenes works out which times tables facts each pupil is 
consistently taking longer to answer and then it gradually starts to present these facts 
more frequently until pupils have mastered them. 

 It will also ask related division questions 20% of the time in order to reinforce division 
facts. 



We would like to invite any interested parents, carers, grand-parents, or 

friends of the school, who might be interested in helping relaunch the 

Friends of Alfred Street School, to a short meeting on the afternoon of 

Tuesday, 8th November at 3.45 pm.  The meeting will be held in Mrs. 

Smith`s Y6 classroom, which will be accessible through the school         

playground.  

We would like to find out which events and activities FOASS might provide 

for the school community, in order to raise funds. All money raised is 

spent for the benefit of all the children at the school. We would also like 

to provide activities of general interest to the parents and children, for  

example, a tabletop sale, disco, film night, sponsored events and raffles 

etc. 

If you are interested in joining us for the meeting to share your ideas, can 

you please contact the school office, as we will be providing refreshments 

and need to know the number to cater for. 

If you have some interesting ideas but cannot make the meeting, or you 

would be happy to help at any future events please contact the school 

office and leave your contact details. 

 

Many thanks in anticipation of seeing you there.   

K. O’Connor, Headteacher 

S. Smith, Assistant Head. 

C. Kirby, Vice Chair of Governors.  

URGENT REQUEST 



 



 

Our Egyptian day was a fantastic 

success. The children learnt more 

about life in Ancient Egypt, from 

their diet, to how they watered 

their crops. We looked at  the 

mummification process and 

mummified oranges to get a 

greater understanding of the   

process. The children found      

removing the ‘guts’ both           

disgusting and hilarious! The    

children ended the day with an 

Egyptian banquet. 

They tried many 

new foods such as 

figs, dates, radish, 

lentils and          

pomegranate.  

What an amazing start to our school year. The Year 3 children have settled in really well to Alfo and our Year 4 children 

are fantastic role models for them. Here are a few snippets of our learning this term. Have a lovely Half-Term.  

Year 3 Science this term has focused on        

developing the children's’ knowledge of the 

human body, from essential nutrition to the  

purpose of a skeleton and muscles. We have 

compared different types of skeletons including 

the hydrostatic skeleton and investigated how 

our muscles work. We even looked at real 

bones to observe how joints enable movement.  

In Year 4, we investigated how sound travels by 

making our own string telephones. Many of 

believed that they would not work but through 

experimentation we discovered that if the 

string was kept tight enough, we could hear 

each other really clearly.  

Look at the happy 

faces and all those 

stickers for working 

brilliantly at a 

sports festival!  

Amazing homework!  



In History, we have been learning about 
Ancient Greece. We learnt about the     
different Greek legacies and debated 
which was the most important. We have 
also learnt about the Greek political     
system and compared their democracy 
with our modern system to see which is 
the best. We found out how Alexander the 
Great became so great and what life was 
like for Ancient Greek families. We also 
learnt that the Ancient Greeks               
invented the Olympics and what they were 
like at that time.  

By Artur 

 
This term, in Science, we have been 
learning about sexual and asexual 
reproduction in plants and animals. 
We learnt about the lifecycle of a 
chicken and some other animals. We 
have also learnt about how babies 
develop in the womb. We dissected  
a lily and learnt what the different 
parts of a flowering plant are called.      

By Logan 

In Maths, we have been learning 
about place value in numbers up to 1 
million. We have also learnt when it 
is best to use mental and written 
strategies. I preferred to use the 
mental methods as I found them 
easy. Maths is so fun!  

By Harley Wo 



Y6 - DT 



 

 

 

 

Science 

We carried out  a science investigation to find 

out how light reflects. Around the Year 6 area 

were twenty hidden targets and we had to     

reflect light from the torch onto the mirror and  

onto the middle of the target. The targets were 

all different sizes. To be successful, we had to 

change the angle of the mirror each time. We also used pieces of          

hosepipe, torches and light  filters to see if light could bend around          

corners. By Rainers , Linda  & Mason                

History 

Y6 have been learning about WW2. We 
have researched the bombing of our 
school and also learned about the      
destruction of other bomb sites across 
the town. We went out and looked at 
the exact spot where the school was 
bombed and found out that it may 
have happened because the German 
bombers targeted the shoe factories (as 
they made boots for the soldiers) and 
the school was next to Cave’s Factory. 
We have also learned about the        
evacuation of  children from the cities 
and the impact this had on the         
children. We discovered that the        
experiences of the different children 
was not the same depending on the 
families they were placed with.            
By Heaven 

Teamwork saved the day when 

Shakespeare Class became spies to 

decipher Morse code messages. 

This was part of our mission work 

on Nancy Wake. We learned how 

she helped the allies during WW2 

using resilience and bravery.          

By Poppy 

English - We used drama, including freeze 

frames and hot seating, to 

consider the thoughts and 

feelings of the characters in 

our class text.                                                                

 



I am a retired British Army officer having served for 42 years from the age of 15 years old, initially as a combat medic converting 

later to a personnel and finance officer. You may have seen me in Rushden leading the parade on Remembrance Sunday and Armed 

Forces Day. During the latter years of my career, whilst serving in Luton, I was a co-opted school governor for Brewers Hill Middle 

School in Dunstable.  In 2012, I was appointed as a Magistrate for the Adult Court and two years ago I also became a Youth Court 

Magistrate; so, I was delighted when my wife Mrs. Lynne Baker, who is Co-Chair of Alfred Street Junior School’s Board of                  

Governors, encouraged me to apply to join the Board. Following the usual processes, I was appointed and am now the school     

Governor responsible for Health & Safety, Safer Recruitment, Safeguarding and Staff Pay. For parents to understand my roles, let 

me explain very briefly what they entail: 

Health & Safety: Ensuring the school’s health and safety policies are up to date, the school staff, pupils, and visitors abide by them 

and that nobody is put at unnecessary risk while at school or on educational trips.  

Safer Recruitment: Our school sends a clear message to staff, volunteers, and potential applicants that we prioritise the safety and 

welfare of our pupils. I will be responsible for ensuring the school conducts background checks, does not allow prospective   em-

ployees into the school without the appropriate Disclosure Barring Service (DBS) and that monitoring is regularly conducted. 

Safeguarding: This is very much in the same vein as Safer Recruitment and it is my responsibility to ensure that there is an     effec-

tive understanding of this matter across all the school staff; this entails the ability to spot signs of abuse, harm, neglect and how 

these matters are reported and documented and equally what action to take and when.  

Staff Pay: I am part of a team responsible for ensuring that all teachers’ salaries (including the Head teacher) are reviewed in line 

with statutory provisions. 

All the above are conducted by governor visits, concluded by completing governor visit forms which stay on the schools’ records. 

I have completed several courses already to help me in being best prepared to perform my duties and cannot help but admire all 

the dedicated work both the teaching and non-teaching staff do to best prepare our pupils for a fulfilling life in education. I aim to 

fully support that process. 

Jake Baker 
Co-opted Governor 
 
Latest Governors News 
After a recent election, the Governing Board is pleased to announce the election of Mrs Lynne Baker and Mr Richard Scarfe, who 
are now serving as Co-Chairs for Alfred Street Junior School for a term of one year. Mrs Carol Kirby is supporting as Vice Chair of 
Governors. 
There are still two vacancies for Parent Governors who play a vital role on Governing Bodies, holding the unique position of having 
a parental viewpoint of the school. Through their children, they have first-hand experience of the delivery of the curriculum and 
how the school is perceived from the ‘consumers’ point of view. This enables parent governors to bring a different perspective to 
the strategic management of the school. 
Although this is a very delicate role, there is ample support and training available. Parent Governors will find working alongside the 
other members of the governing body both interesting and rewarding. Their efforts will ensure that the work of the Governing Body 
fulfils its duties to all children. 
If you are interested in finding out more about standing as a Parent Governor, please contact the school office and leave your    
details.            schooloffice@alfredstreet.northants.sch.uk 

 

Jake Baker    



Weekly Awards 

Fab Friday receive their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class 
with the highest attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup as well as a treat of bis-

cuits and squash.  
The class that have the highest average number of reads are awarded the ‘Reading Cup’      

Team Points are also announced weekly.   

Our ‘Fab Friday’ winners  for this term were: 

Blyton 3s: Ruby, Travis, Robin, Paige, Kevin and Oscar 

Blyton 4s: Ethan, Freddie, Stephen, Freya, Bronwen, Lily R 

Blackman: Hattie, Mason, Charlie-Lee, Stephen, Riley, Artur 

Shakespeare: Tyler, Teagan, Bhavini, Josh, Katherine, Bryan  

                        Harry, Lukas             

 

 

 

Blyton 3s Blyton 4s Blackman Shakespeare 

Resilience 

Gracie 

Resilience 

Harrison S 

Excellence  

Evelina  

Attainment 

Jacob  

 

Self Awareness 

Oscar 

 

Empathy 

Lily 

Passion 

Logan 

Excellence 

Jaycee - Rae 

 

‘Attendance Cup’ winners :             
Blackman, Dahl, Dahl, Dahl, 
Blyton, Shakespeare  

‘Reading Cup’ winners:        
Blackman, Blackman,         
Blackman, Blackman,          
Shakespeare 

    

    

 

TIGERS 

Our fantastic Alfo Awards continue.  This term we were delighted to be able to invite parents to watch 
our award ceremony. 

Well done to the children above. 

   

PANTHERS LEOPARDS  LIONS 

 



November 
Tuesday 1st—School open to children  

Thursday 3rd— School nursing team administering Flu Nasal Sprays 

Monday 7th— Whole school Remembrance Assembly  

                        Parents Evening 4pm - 8pm  

Tuesday 8th—  Y2 Open session, 2.30pm 

                    -    FOASS meeting in Mrs Smith’s room, 3.45pm 

Wednesday 9th— Y2 Open session, 9.15am 

                        -  Y6 visiting Rushden Memorial 

                        -  School Games Festival (selected children, information to follow) 

Thursday 10th— Cross Country (for selected children, information to follow) 

                        -   Parents Evening 4pm - 6pm 

Monday 14th— Anti Bullying Awareness Week 

Thursday 17th—Sports Hall Athletics (for selected children, information to follow) 

Friday 18th—  Children in Need Mufti Day 

Wednesday 23rd—Y5 trip to The Space Centre 

Tuesday 29th— New Age Kurling Tournament (for selected children, information to follow) 

December 
Thursday 8th—Christmas Jumper Day - Save the Children Charity Day 

Monday 12th —Christmas Service @ Wesleyan, 1.30pm (details to follow) 

Tuesday 13th— Alfo Awards (invitation only) 

                      -  Futsal (for selected children, information to follow) 

Wednesday 14th—Christmas Medley Performances (information to follow) 

Extra Curriculum Clubs - Autumn Term 2 

Here are the clubs on offer for Autumn Term 2, and these will run until the end of the half term.          

All clubs are free and you can sign up via ParentApp. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35 -
4:30 

Badminton Y3/4  Dodgeball Y5/6 Contemporary 

Dance Y6 

Target Games  

Y3/4 

Basketball Y5/6 


